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Superintendent’s Message...........................................................................................................................
Dear Colleague:

“HONORING OUR VETERANS”
“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.”
~John Fitzgerald Kennedy
This Friday is truly one of my favorite patriotic days -- Veterans Day. Originally known as Armistice
Day, its purpose was to commemorate the end of fighting between the Allied nations and Germany,
th
th
th
which took effect at the 11 hour of the 11 day of the 11 month of the year in 1918. The date was
declared a national holiday in remembrance of soldiers lost during World War I. Each November 11,
at exactly 11:00 a.m., a wreath is laid at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery in
a touchingly solemn ceremony honoring and thanking all those who have served in the United States
Armed Forces.
This Veteran’s Day holds special meaning, as just recently President Obama announced that the United
States will withdraw nearly all troops from Iraq by January of 2012, bringing an end to the nearly decadelong war. While Veterans Day often brings to mind those who served in past wars, we must remember
that many veterans who have recently returned, and will be returning shortly, from active duty in places
like Afghanistan, Kuwait and Iraq deserve the same recognition and support as they return to their homes
and families.
As we take a day away from classes to observe the Veterans Day holiday, please find a moment to reflect
upon all of our veterans, both current and past, who so courageously and selflessly have given of
themselves to ensure the safety of all. Just as each and every soldier puts our country first, remember
this year’s theme and motto...A New Day … A New Way in Waukegan Public Schools … students
first!”
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Important Dates
•
•
•
•
•

November 8 – School Board Meeting
November 11 – Veteran’s Day: No School
November 13 to 19 – American Education Week
November 22 – School Board Meeting
November 23 to 25 – Thanksgiving Holiday: No School

CONTRIBUTIONS
Superintendent’s Bulletin is a weekly newsletter from the Superintendent, the Parental and
Public Information Officer, and other district administrators. Please send all contributions to:
Superintendent’s Bulletin
Lincoln Center for Educational Services
1201 N. Sheridan Rd
Waukegan, IL 60085
suptbulletin@wps60.org
The preferred submission method is via e-mail. Contributions must be received by 3
p.m. on Wednesday to be included in upcoming week’s Bulletin.

Notices
DISTRICT HOLIDAYS
→Submitted by Human Resources Department
Please see attached document for the holiday entitlement for all 12-month employees.

CITRUS SALE
→Submitted by Dr. Donaldo R. Batiste, Superintendent
As Superintendent and an active member of the Waukegan Rotary Club -- a service
organization that supports Waukegan schools on an ongoing basis -- I want to
announce that we’re starting our annual holiday citrus sale. We are selling premium
fruit at discounted cost, suitable for gifts and stocking stuffers for the holidays.
A case of oranges or grapefruits costs $26 and half case is $13. The fruit will be
available the second Friday in December, but you must order in advance for us to honor your
request. Currently, the Rotary Club sponsors Oakdale, Carman-Buckner and Greenwood
elementary schools in providing literacy support though books, and other institutional
initiatives. All proceeds from the fruit sales are funneled back into the community, through
charitable and humanitarian organizations.
If you wish to place an order, please send your request to the Office of the Superintendent
(ahauser@wps60.org). All orders are appreciated. Please make checks out to: Waukegan
Rotary.
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WHS BASKETBALL PREPARES FOR INAUGURAL DINNER WITH THE BULLDOGS
→Submitted by Nicholas P. Alajakis, Parental and Public Information Officer
Waukegan High School’s Boys Basketball program will host its inaugural "Dinner with the
Bulldogs" on Friday, November 18. The event offers an opportunity to meets players and
coaches, chat about the upcoming season, and learn more about upcoming events.
The Waukegan Basketball Parents Association will be serving a pasta dinner with dessert and
drinks beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the WHS Washington Campus cafeteria, 1011 Washington
Street. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children under age 13, and a $25 family or group of
four. Proceeds from the dinner help to offset travel and equipment costs during the season.
Tickets can be purchased in advance by calling Coach Ron Ashlaw at 847-360-5635 or Marty
Wozniak at 847-336-2619. There will also be a limited amount of tickets available at the door.

SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARY GRANT APPLICATION AVAILABLE
→Submitted by Dr. Christopher Koch, State Superintendent
Applications are being accepted for the FY 2012 School District Library Grant. Applications
and all other information concerning the grant can be found at
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/library/what_we_do/schoolpercapgrant.html.
This year’s deadline to submit the grant application and signature page is Dec. 30. For
questions concerning the grant, please contact Robert Jones at rjones1@ilsos.net or (217)
785-1168, or Becky Hunter at bhunter1@ilsos.net or 217-782-7849.

JUAREZ GARAGE SALE
→Submitted by Jessica Stock, Teacher, Juarez Middle School
The Juarez PBIS committee is hosting a community garage sale on Saturday,
November 19, at Juarez Middle School,, 201 Butrick from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The school is
raising money for the PBIS committee to fund Paws Stores, dances, and other
incentives for students. Stop by to peruse their collection of donated furniture, games,
sports equipment, clothes, home goods, and much more! All the money collected goes
to directly helping provide fun and safe activities for students. If you would like more
information or have something you would like to donate please email Jessica Stock at
jstock@wps60.org.

GOGREEN CONTEST IS OPEN THROUGH THE LIBRARY
→Submitted by Mitch Siegel, Marketing & Exhibits Coordinator. WPL
All you need is a great green idea in the 4 categories. Submit it to the library by November 18,
2011 and you will be entered. The contest is open to Illinois residents 14 and over. Entries will
be accepted from October 18 to November 18 at 5 p.m. Entries need to include name of the
library and name, address, phone number and idea of the entrant. Entries need to include the
category of the entry - replicable green idea for business, replicable green idea for residences,
creative green idea for business or creative green idea for residences. Each individual is
limited to one entry per category and an individual may only win once. (However, all great
green ideas may be shared as non-entries to gogreenila@gmail.com .) Top prize is $1,000.
Send your emailed submissions to mitchsiegel@waukeganpl.info no later than November 18,
2011.
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Whatever it Takes Spotlight

THIS WEEK WE FEATURE: DR. PAULINE WILLIAMS, SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST, WHS
BROOKSIDE CAMPUS
→Nominated by Mr. Chuck Gutman, College Counselor, WHS Washington Campus
Dr. Pauline Williams joined District 60 in 2002 as the school psychologist at Juarez and
Benny middle schools. In 2004 she was named the school psychologist at Jefferson Middle
School, and one year later she began in her current position, as the school psychologist at
Waukegan High School. Prior to joining the District full time, Dr. Williams spent the 1997-98
school year as an intern at Clearview and Jefferson. Dr. Williams has a Bachelor’s degree
in business administration from National Louis University. She has also earned a Master’s
degree in education as well as in school psychology, and Ed.D. in Disability Studies from
National Louis. Dr. Williams also studied at the teacher’s college in Kingston, Jamaica. She
was a teacher and an auditor in Jamaica prior to moving to the United States in 1979.
Dr. Williams was nominated for this week’s Spotlight in recognition of her work with the
Principals Scholars Program (PSP). The PSP is a partnership between the University of
th
th
Illinois-Chicago (UIC) and WHS. Students in 10 through 12 grades are invited to the
Chicago campus for five consecutive Saturdays during fall and again in spring, where they
have the opportunity to take a dozen unique classes, including anatomy and kinesiology,
creative writing and ACT preparation. Dr. Williams is one of two volunteers in the program, the
other being former Spotlight winner Mr. Julius Cullen. Though she is not required to assist with
the PSP program, Dr, Williams has gone out of her way to help the students involved. She
works with teachers and others in identifying students who would greatly benefit from the
classes offered at UIC. Dr. Williams also takes on extra responsibility by serving as the
secretary for the high school’s Faith Based Council. When she’s not taking on extra
responsibilities, Dr. Williams is known as a very talented employee who charms and comforts
co-workers with her positive energy.
“Dr. Williams is someone who generally wants to make a difference, and she’s been persistent
about reaching out to teachers, and reaching out to students. She just gets great joy out of
what she does, and it’s clear that she cares.” ~ Mr. Gutman
Do you know someone who is deserving of being featured in the
Superintendent’s Bulletin’s “…whatever it takes” spotlight? Send
a nomination explaining why he or she should be honored to
suptbulletin@wps60.org. Honorees will be selected on
Wednesday, to be featured in the following week’s bulletin. All
nominators should include their name, title and phone number,
as well as the nominees name, title and phone number.
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District Spotlight
DISTRICT 60’S STEPS PROGRAM IS EXPANDING
→Submitted by Nicholas P. Alajakis, Parental and Public Information Officer

After more than 10 years of helping parents become English proficient, Waukegan Community
Unit School District # 60’s Success for Teaching English to Parents and Students (STEPS)
program is seeing its first major expansion this year.
The STEPS program, which works with parents who want help with their English proficiency,
has become so popular that the District has added a spring session to the traditionally fall
class. The eight-week class invites parents with students in pre-kindergarten to eighth grade
to attend English classes, where District 60 instructors teach basic language principles that
will allow them to better assist their student with his or her school work.
Classes are broken up into beginner, intermediate and advanced groups, and are held twice
per week for two hours at Glen Flora Elementary School. While parents meet in the
classrooms, District staff work with their students on reading intervention programs and
homework help in the school’s cafeteria.
“The ultimate goal is to help the parents help their students at home. Parents are an important
extension of classroom learning after the regular school day, it is parents who then facilitate
the reinforcement of the daily curriculum; assisting with homework,” said Mr. Jon Widger, an
Assistant Principal at Waukegan High School, who also works as Coordinator of the STEPS
programs.
Mr. Widger has seen program interest grow rapidly in the past two years. Last year more than
100 parents took advantage of the free, grant-funded classes. This year, more than 150
parents have already enrolled for the initial fall session, which runs from October to
December. It has proven to be so successful, that another session will be held in the spring
from February to May.
“We’ve been successful in helping the parents who attended the classes. By the third level,
they are able to communicate and talk with their child’s teacher,” said Mr. Widger.
Parents who are interested in taking part in the STEPS program can register with the District’s
Parent Facilitator by calling 847-263-6484.

“A New Day… A New Way in Waukegan Public Schools… students first!”
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WEBSTER SIXTH GRADERS LEARN ABOUT DANGERS OF BULLYING
→Submitted by Rebecca Feder, Sixth Grade Teacher at Webster

The sixth grade team at Webster Middle School spent a day spreading an anti-bullying
message to students. Each class featured a different activity for students to take part in.
Students watched and discussed music videos that centered on bullying, they learned about
cyber bullying, they talked about “words that hurt,” and heard real-life stories about extreme
cases of bullying.
The students came away from the day-long event with a better understanding of what
constitutes bullying, and how it can hurt people mentally and physically.

WHS STUDENTS TO COMPETE IN STATE–LEVEL CIVICS COMPETITION
→Submitted by Nicholas P. Alajakis, Parental and Public Information Officer

Waukegan High School will send two student teams to the State of Illinois Center for Civic
Education’s We the People constitution contest in Chicago next month, following successful
showings at the We the People 10th District Simulated Congressional Hearing at the Lake
County Courthouse on October 28.
The two teams to qualify are Mr. Josh Bill’s Advance Placement (AP) Distance Learning class
and Mr. John Franco's first period AP Government class. Those classes competed against
other WHS AP classes for a chance to represent Illinois’ 10th Congressional District at the
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state finals, which will be held December 2 at the Dirksen Federal Building in Chicago. The top
team from that competition will advance to the national finals this spring in Washington D.C.
We the People is a constitution competency competition that strives to connect the
constitution to citizenry in more engaging ways. Students are quizzed on their overall
understanding and application of the constitution as to how it relates to past history and
contemporary issues. Students’ performances are judged by political science professors,
civics instructors and attorneys.
“The fun thing about the competition is that the class competes as a whole,” said Mr. Josh Bill.
“The students know that they are only as strong as their weakest classmate, and it creates a
unique classroom dynamic where everyone is pulling for each other.”
Advancing team members from Mr. Bill’s class are: Lindsey Bennett, Danielle Cherry, Amber
Dimitroff, Michelle Johnson, Sammi Kinard, Sam Mason, Allisyn Ruttle, Melissa Velez and
Hector Uriostegui. Mr Bill’s students have the unique distinction of being an online class,
meaning that all team studying sessions were done during their free time outside of the
classroom.
Advancing team members from Mr. Franco’s classroom include: Irene Castillo, Ashley Clary,
Diana Cruz, Linda Delafuente, Dulce Dominguez, Leslie Felix, Manuel Figueroa, David
Garcia, Kevin Garcia, Mario Garcia, Miriam Gaspar, Peter Graham, Reyes Guzman, Elias
Leyva, Uriel Mandujano, Vianey Mora, Catherine Ramirez, Ivan Ramirez, Ashwin
Sivaramakrishnan and Dennis Uriostegui.

TALES AND TREATS AT OAKDALE
→Submitted by Betty Bishop, Oakdale

On Halloween Oakdale students and teachers collaborated to scare and entertain each other
with spooky and funny stories, poems, and songs celebrating the fall season. There were
performances by every grade level from first through fifth grade. This year’s entertainment
included a skit that was performed by Mr. Gartzman’s class and written by one of his
student’s, Larry Barton. The children enjoyed seeing their teachers dressed up and trying to
guess who they were as they acted out a book. Another story included audience participation.
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PBIS BASKETBALL GAME AT WEBSTER
→Submitted by Rebecca Feder, Sixth Grade Teacher at Webster

On Friday, October 28 Daniel Webster Middle School took part in a PBIS Staff Vs. Student
Basketball Game. Students were able to play after submitting 35 Golden Behavior Tickets,
they earned throughout the last month of school. Students were also able to participate in a
half time show, consisting of a three point and free-throw shootout against staff members.
During the pre-game the 2nd Place Boys Soccer Players presented their trophy to the
principal Ms. Eppinger. At game’s end, the students beat the staff with a score of 24-23. An
eighth grade student made a three point shot with three seconds left on the clock allowing
them to beat the teachers.

RED RIBBON DOOR DECORATIONS AT OAKDALE
→Submitted by Giovanna Castillo, Oakdale

During Red Ribbon Week classes at Oakdale participated in a Door Decorating contest.
The winners were: Room 4, 105 and 107.
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NED VISITS ANDREW COOKE MAGNET SCHOOL
→Submitted by Judith Bamshad, Visual Arts Teacher

On Tuesday, October 25, all Cooke students attended The NED Show! The NED Show is a
based on the acronym NED - Never give up, Encourage others, Do your best! It was a highenergy, motivational assembly featuring a character named NED and a dynamic yo-yo
performer who promotes positive attitudes, better behavior & academic achievement through
storytelling, humor, visuals and audience participation. The NED Show was amazing! It
motivated…encouraged…INSPIRED our students to become champions at school and in
life!

COSTUME FUN AT JEFFERSON
→Submitted by Brendan Duffy, Jefferson Middle School

Jefferson Middle School students ended an exciting Spirit Week with a day of Halloween fun
on Friday. Students and teachers dressed up for the day, demonstrating their creativity and
ingenuity throughout the school.

Cooke's Student Council's First Annual Coat Drive
→Submitted by Erin Verstraete, School Social Worker, Andrew Cooke Magnet School
Cooke's Student Council, 39 members strong, held its First Annual Coat Drive October 17-21.
Cooke students and faculty donated gently used coats of all sizes throughout the school week.
The drive collected roughly 75 coats! These coats are being distributed to students here at
Cooke and their families.
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ZUMBA AT WHITTIER
→Submitted by Jason Smith, Whittier Elementary Principal

On Friday October 20, the kindergarten classrooms of Mrs. Kinderman, Mrs. Williams, and
Ms. Sine held a ZUMBA fundraiser to raise funds for buses to see the play "Seussical the
Musical" at Marriott Lincolnshire Theatre in December. Around 40 participants were in the
two-hour class, with a raffle held afterwards. Instructors Edith Salinas (YMCA Waukegan),
Jessica Gonzalez (Journey Church), Meselle Williams (Leisure and Fun Fitness in Zion),
Chompoo (Golds Gym Gurnee), Stefanie Salamanca (former Whittier student, Mundelein Park
District and Fit Zone in Round Lake) and our own Kindergarten teacher, Alma Kinderman
were awesome as instructors and keeping everyone in shape the entire time. Thanks to the
donations and a small entry fee, Whittier raised more than $220 dollars.

JEFFERSON STUDENTS VISIT THE AIR ZOO, AN AIR & SPACE MUSEUM
→Submitted by Brendan Duffy, Jefferson Middle School

Students from Jefferom’s Gifted Accelerated Program (GAP) at Jefferson Middle School
finally launched their trip to the Air Zoo, an Air & Space Museum in Kalamazoo, Michigan on
Monday October 24. The trip was the culmination of last year's Interdisciplinary Unit (IDU) on
Space. The trip had been postponed several times because the Air Zoo was undergoing a
major renovation of the Space Museum that ran months behind schedule.
Each year GAP students complete a series of projects for that year's IDU, across all of their
subject areas. Thirty-six students successfully completed all six projects to qualify for the trip.
Students were given a guided tour of the Air Museum featuring dozens of old aircraft and
explored the Space Museum on their own for an hour, climbing into space capsules and
exploring work stations on the Space Station, among other activities. Finally, they enjoyed an
hour of simulators and other rides in the Air Zoo's unique setting.
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Student Opportunities
HEALTHIER FOODS STUDENT ART CONTEST
→Submitted by Walt Doughty, Manager of Transportation and Child Nutrition Services
All elementary school classrooms grades 4 through 6 are eligible to participate. Only group
classroom entries (artwork that was developed by a team of students) will be considered.
th
th
th
Each 4 , 5 , and 6 grade classroom at each school is allowed one entry. All entries should
be given to the school principal for submission. Theme: The subject of the artwork entry is
Healthier Foods for a Healthier Me. Entries should demonstrate how a nutritious school
lunch leads to health and happiness. See flier for more information.

ENTRIES SOUGHT FOR ILLINOIS WORK ZONE SAFETY CALENDAR CONTEST
→Submitted by Dr. Christopher Koch, State Superintendent
The Illinois Department of Transportation is asking elementary students in kindergarten
through sixth grade to help promote work zone safety through art. IDOT, the Illinois State
Board of Education, the American Traffic Safety Services Foundation and the Illinois Chapter
of the American Traffic Safety Services Association are sponsoring the seventh annual Illinois
Work Zone Safety Calendar Contest.
This year’s theme is “See Orange. Slow Down. Save Lives.” There are three categories for the
competition divided by grades: K-1, 2-4 and 5-6 grades. Each school must select the top four
posters from each category (12 posters total) and submit them to IDOT by Nov. 30. Children
are eligible to participate in the contest even if their school chooses not to participate. The
child’s parent or guardian can submit the drawings to IDOT.
The top 30 entries, 10 from each category, will move on to a judging panel who will determine
the 12 finalists to be displayed in the 2013 Illinois Work Zone Safety Calendar. The top two
finalists in each category will move on to compete in a national calendar contest.
For more information, go to
http://www.dot.state.il.us/trafficsafety/WZS/WZScontest.html or contact IDOT’s contest
coordinator, Jessica Keldermans, at (217) 785-3062

ANNUAL PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY AWARDS HONOR TOP STUDENT
VOLUNTEERS
→Submitted by Dr. Christopher Koch, State Superintendent
Illinois students in grades 5-12 can apply for the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards.
The deadline to apply for the 17th annual awards is Nov. 1 with winners to be announced Feb.
7. The top middle school and high school volunteer from Illinois will have an opportunity to
travel in the spring to Washington, D.C. The awards are presented by Prudential Financial in
partnership with the National Association of Secondary School Principals.
Apply at http://spirit.prudential.com or http://www.principals.org/spirit. A paper version of the
application form is available by calling (877) 525-8491.
PUBLISHING COMPANY OFFERS SCHOLARSHIP FOR CREATE-A-GREETING CARD CONTEST
→Submitted by Dr. Christopher Koch, State Superintendent
The Prudent Publishing Co. is holding its fifth annual Create-A-Greeting Card Scholarship
Contest. The winner receives a $10,000 scholarship, and a $1,000 prize goes to the winner’s
school. The deadline to enter is Jan. 14.
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High school students (ages 14 or older) are eligible to compete. (College students and military
personnel are also eligible.) Participants should register at
http://www.gallerycollection.com/greetingcardscontests.htm. Visit the Website for complete
rules.

Upcoming Events
ICEC LAKE COUNTY GUEST SPEAKER EVENT
→Submitted by Beth Bobel, Retired Waukegan Special Educator, ICEC Lake County
Chapter 336 Co-President

Join us Thursday, November 17 to hear Kathy Ryg, President of Voices for Illinois Children
and former IL State Representative. This event will begin at 7:00 P.M. at the SEDOL
Administration Building, 18160 W. Gages Lake Road, Gages Lake, in the Main Conference
Room. This event is open to all involved in Education in Lake County and McHenry Countyteachers (general and special educators), paraprofessionals, related services and
administration. CPDUs will be available at the conclusion of this event.
For information, contact Katie Bittner at the Waukegan Welcome Center or Charlene Johnson
at Webster Middle School.

ILLINOIS INFINITE CAMPUS USER GROUP ANNUAL CONFERENCE
→Submitted by Deborah Phelps, ITS Department
The Illinois Infinite Campus User Group will be holding its Annual Conference on Tuesday,
November 15, at Hampshire High School, Hampshire, Ill, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost is $50
per person.
,

Conference registration will open on September 15 2011 and close on November 1, 2011. To
access the Conference Brochure and to register log onto http://ilicug.org/con2011.
ILICUG is delighted to have as our keynote speaker, Charlie Kratsch, CEO and Founder of
Infinite Campus. Session Topics include: State Reporting, SPED, Assessment Mapping,
Preparing for Next Year, Traditional Grade Book, Parental Communications, Teacher Tools,
Standards Based Grade Book, Voice Messenger, Ad Hoc Reporting- New 2012
Enhancements, RTI, Attendance for Secretaries, Behavior Tab from A-Z, Customizing
Campus, Census Households, Scheduling Tips & Tricks, and Visualization Best Practices with
Tableau.

Professional Development
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CALENDAR
For updates and information on Professional Development events, please visit Waukegan
Community Unit School District’s Professional Development Calendar. To enroll in District
professional development events, please logon to the District’s Staff Development System. If
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you have any questions, please contact Amy Grossman at agrossman@wps60.org or
847.599.3905.

GATEWAY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Gateways to Opportunity scholarship Program has expanded its eligibility criteria. The
Gateways Scholarship Program pays up to 90 percent of tuition and fees at participating
colleges. See flier for more information.

MATH WORKSHOPS AT THE COLLEGE OF LAKE COUNTY
→Submitted by Tammie Sue Johnson, Program Coordinator, Center for Personal
Enrichment at the College of Lake County
The College of Lake County will be offering two classes this fall which may be extremely
helpful for younger (non-tenured) teachers and staff members who often don’t have enough
“home-made” materials to help supplement their classrooms. Any teachers who take this class
and want copies of the worksheets for classroom use will be provided with any and all
handouts desired. The classes are very affordable at $49 each and teachers are welcome to
take one or both classes. There will be new material in each.
I’m attaching a flyer but the basic information follows.
Visual Math I—Wednesdays, October 19-November 9 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. CPER 10-001
(#4144)
Visual Math II—Wednesdays, November 16-December 14 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. CPER 10-002
(4143)
The class is also offered for children in grades 2-4 and grades 5-8. A flyer and registration
form are attached. The complete Fall youth schedule and registration form are also posted at
www.clcillinois.edu/youth.
Please feel free to contact Center for Personal Enrichment at (847) 543-2022 with questions.

Events Around Waukegan
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE YMCA
See upcoming events at the YMCA here.

District 60 Job Openings
HUMAN RESOURCES
1. New Vacancy Postings – Vacancies V6N12
⇒ Special Education Para (Jefferson)
⇒ Special Education Para (Abbott)
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